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Question: Do a comparative study of the Parliamentary system of Britain and 

the Presidential system of America. 

Answer: 

Britain and the USA are both democratic nations, but their systems of governance 

are distinct. Britain follows a parliamentary system, whereas the USA follows a 

presidential system. The features, functioning, and key differences between these 

two systems can be understood through the following points. 

 

1. Features of the Parliamentary System in Britain 

The parliamentary system in Britain is also known as the Westminster Model. Its 

key characteristics are: 

1. Constitutional Monarchy – Britain is a constitutional monarchy where the 

King (currently King Charles III) is the formal head of state, but real power 

lies with the Parliament and the Prime Minister. 

2. Parliamentary Sovereignty – The Parliament is the supreme legislative 

body, responsible for making laws. 

3. Prime Minister’s Leadership – The Prime Minister is the real executive 

authority, elected as the leader of the majority party in the House of 

Commons. 

4. Close Relationship between the Executive and the Legislature – The 

executive (government) is directly accountable to Parliament. If it loses the 

majority’s confidence, it must resign. 

5. Bicameral Legislature – The British Parliament consists of two houses: 

House of Commons – Members are directly elected by the people and hold the 

real power. 

House of Lords – Members are appointed and play an advisory role. 

6. Majority Rule – The ruling party must have a majority in the House of 

Commons to govern effectively. 
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7. Party-Based Politics – Political parties play a crucial role, and party 

discipline is strictly maintained. 

 

 

2. Features of the Presidential System in the USA 

The USA follows a constitutional republic with a presidential system. Its key 

features include: 

1. Supremacy of the Constitution – The written constitution is the supreme 

law, and all institutions function according to it. 

2. President as the Executive Head – The President is the head of state and 

government, directly elected by the people. 

3. Separation of Powers – The USA follows a strict separation of powers 

among three branches: 

Executive – The President and the Cabinet. 

Legislature – The Congress (Senate and House of Representatives). 

Judiciary – The Supreme Court and other courts. 

4. Fixed Tenure – The President serves a fixed term of 4 years and can only be 

removed through impeachment. 

5. Independent Judiciary – The judiciary is completely independent and 

interprets the Constitution. 

6. Federal System – The USA follows a federal structure where states have a 

high degree of autonomy. 

7. Weaker Party Discipline – Members of Congress have more independence, 

and party control is less rigid. 
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3. Key Differences Between the British and American Systems 
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4. Conclusion 

Britain and the USA are both democratic countries, but their governance systems 

differ significantly.In Britain, the Prime Minister depends on parliamentary 

majority, whereas in the USA, the President is independently elected and operates 

separately from Congress.The parliamentary system is more flexible, whereas the 

presidential system ensures more stability.Power is more centralized in Britain, 

whereas in the USA, a clear separation of powers exists.Both systems have their 

own advantages and challenges and have evolved according to their historical, 

social, and political contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 


